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rj’IHERE are yet many points in natural hiftory which 
X. want to be cleared. It is not certainly known whether 
the elephant cads its teeth; the bee-fanciers have lately been 
very generally of opinion, that the working bees are of no (ex ; 
but as this is contrary to analogy, or the ufual courfe of nature 
in her produ&ions, it has been called in queftion, and with 
much appearance of reafon, infomuch that this matter wants 
to be better afcertained. 

It is partly through irremediable ignorance of the true nature 
of things, and partly through our ofcitancy in not enquiring 
into them and confidering them as we ought, when we have it 
in our power, that fo much credulity and fuperftition has arifen 
in the world. 

Not to purfuc any further this fubjedt, which would not be 
fo proper for this Society, Solinus writes concerning the Ifle of 
Thanet, “ Thanatos infula alluitur freto Gallico: a Britannia 
“ continente xftuario tenui feparata ; frumentarijs campis felix, 
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“ et gleba ubcri : ncc tantum fibi foil, verum et alijs falubris 
“ loci 3 ; nam cum ipfa nulio ferpatur angue, alportata inde terra» 
“ quoquo gentium invent a fit, angues necat [<sr].” And fo the 
ifland. is fuppofed to have taken its name from the Greek word 
rutccjo;. Death [f]. This, however, is by no means the true 
etymon, fincc, as hjr. Lewis, Who Uv$<j long there, obferve^ 
it does not accord with matter of fa£t, that the ifland affords no 
fnakesfc]; and therefore it rather borrowed its name, as the 
fame gentleman fuggefts, from bene, a fire, or beacon [d], with 
which it much abounded [<r]. 

If you afk how it happened that the i fie acquired the high 
privilege of being exempt from fnakes or ferpents [/] ; or, which 
is the lame thing, was thought to enjoy that prerogative; John 
de Ttevifa, the tranflator of Higdcn's Polychronicon, will in- 
form you, without fcruplc, that it was owing to the bleffing 
of St. Augufline, archbifhcip of tianterbury, who firft' landed 
there, when he came to convert the Saxons. “ It is fupJ 
“ pofed that this lflondc, fays he, was halowed and blyfled of 
« Saypte Auftyn, the fyrft Do&our of Englyfhe men, for there 
“'he atryved fyrfl [j]." 1 This, indeed, is not exactly agreeable 
f6‘ : hii author, who only 1 fays, the ifland obtained its ferlrfity 
from the Saint. Trevila’s notion, however, 1 prevailed, being 
pfqpagated : by Caxton in his deferiptidn of -England [Aj, and 
is, at this day, believed by many. 1 


M Cap. »S- - 1-1 ' ' 3 ■ . .1 

[ 1 ] Hidden, Polychron. p. 19$. Edit. Gale. 

thelfle yfiT,hanet, B. a. ■ 

[rfj Ibid. p. V. ' ' 

[c] See the old chart in Lewis. 

[y] This is the word iti Hidden.. 

[/] Trevifa, fol. Ixit. b. Edit. 1517 , orHigdcn, p. 19 
[&} Lewis, p. a. 
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Let us now fee how it fares with Ireland, for this' is 
fqppofcd, in like manner, to be void of venomous creatures. 
V What is mod uncommon, fays Sir James Ware, and hardly 
“ granted by God to any other part of the habitable globe, 
** this IJland dots not nourijb any venomous creature , not though it. 
“ were imported into it from another country £/],” And this 
opinion was in fa£l very ancient [<4], and was thought fo in- 
dubitable a chara&eridic of the country, that a cpntroverly 
arifing, as Giraldus Cainbrenlis relates, whether the Ifle of Man; 
belonged to Britain or Ireland, it was adjudged ro appertain to 
the former, becaufe it admitted of venomous creatures [/].' 
Now as the matter of fafl was thus currently credited, lb the 
original caufe of it, that their Patron St. Patrick expelled all 
noxious animals out of the ifland, was as univcrfally believed, 
and that he did it by means of his faff. The legend lays, 
that Patrick, on the approach of Lent, withdrew into a high 
mountain on the weftern coad of Connaught, that he faded 
there forty days, and “ that to this place he gathered together 
“ the feveral tribes of ferpents and venomous creatures, and 
“ drove them headlong into the wedern ocean ; and that from 
** hence hath proceeded that exemption, which Ireland enjoys, 
“ from all poilbnous reptiles [«].” And then as to the in- 
ftrument, Giraldus exprefsly fays “ per quant [ Bacuium Jefu\ 
“ vulgari opinione, Sandlus Patricius venemofos ab inl'ula 
“ vermes ejecit [»].” 

[i] Sir James Ware's Antiq. of Ireland, p. 169. 2*8. 

[i] Beds I. c. 1. Gir. Cambrenfis I. c. 23. Gul. Ncubrig. p. 192. See 
alfo Sir James Ware I. p. 1 j. 

[/] Gir. Camb. II. c. 15. 

I'm] Sir James Ware I. p. 15. 

[sj Gir. Cambr. III. c. 34. 
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Now what occafion is there for any miraculous operations in 
thele cafes? for any fuperftitious notions, or incredible ma- 
noeuvres, when the fadts, fuppofing them to be real, can be fo 
readily accounted for, upon the fligbteft confideration, from 
the common courfe and nature of things ? Thanet and Ireland 
are both of them iflands ; Thanet was more completely fuch 
formerly than at prefent, the Tenia Je or IV ant fume, which 
feparates it from the continent, having been three furlongs 
broad in venerable Bede’s time [«]. Solinus, again, as above 
cited, exprcfsly mentions its exemption from venomous animals, 
long before St. Auguftine arrived there, fo that the iuterpolition 
of the Saint is manifeftly excluded. He notes the exemption 
aho, in refpedl of Ireland, as is rightly obferved by Sir James 
Ware, before St. Patrick was born[£j. Wherefore regarding 
the two places as iflands, it feems to be no more than natural, 
that they fhould be deftitute of noxious animals. It was fo in 
Crete, where Solinus tells us, there were neither wolves, foxes, 
nor ferpents [y] ; and in Ebufus, as both he and Pliny relate [rj. 
\V hereupon, it may be properly obferved, that ferpents were 
abfcnt from Crete for the fame reafon that wolves and foxes 
were, becaufe it being an ifland, they could not get thither 
of themfelves, and nobody would, certainly, be at the trouble 
of conveying or trail (poring them. Diofcorides and Apuleius, 
indeed, contend, that the abfcnce of poifonous animals from 

[»] See Mr. Lewis, p. 46. I think it not improbable, that formerly there 
might be 00 venomous creatures in the ifland, for this reafon, though there arc 
nun. Ireland, continuing under the fame circumftanccs as anciently, is, I fup- 
pofe, deftitute of them at this time. 

[f] Sir James Ware I. p. 15. from Solinus, cap. 25, 

[4 J See alfo Aclian. H. Anim, III. c. 32. 

[r] Solinus, cap. 26. Piin. Nat. Hift. VIII. c. 58. 
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Crete was owing to the powerful alexipha mieal property of 
the herb dittany, which poflefled an ex.traocdri.iry virtue in that 
ifland[r]; but few people, I apprehend, will think that an 
adequate caufe; however it may be fome latrsfscticn to thofe 
that do, to find it matched by the Indian tree called Parebon , 
of which a large piece, according to Ctefias, would attratl 
lambs and oxen and 'birds [/], much in the fame manner as the 
Cretan dittany repelled the wolves and foxes and ferpents, lb 
that it was ufed in fowling. 

Venomous creatures are propagated no othervvile than by their 
own fpecies, (notwithftanding what Diodorus Siculus fays of the 
Ifle of Rhodes), and therefore one may well fuppofe that many 
other iflands in the world, perhaps mod of them, may be free 
from them, as well as Thanet and Ireland, Crete and Ebufus. 
As to Rhodes, called formerly btp,cv<ra. [«], and any other iflands 
called by the fame name [w], thele are Angularities, which 
conclude nothing againft general appearance. 

I come now to Ireland in particular; the country is ex- 
tremely wet and very unfavourable for fodering reptiles of the 
ferpentine kind, which always ftouridi mod in dry and warm 
climates; for which reafon, they never appear here in England, 

[;] Mettrfij Creta, p. 3. 

[/] Ctefias Indies, p. 060. Edit. Gronov. And Apollonius, Hift. Mirab. 17. 
quotes the pallage from that work, when it is plain the grew in India, 

and not in Crete; and therefore in Hefychius, where we have -rapii.e,, trap* KP: £I 
JuXo* TI, we ought, certainly, to read, sawtn, rafi KTHhlA £v*»r rr. That from 
Ctefias and Hefychius, Apollonius (houltl be amended for rxpvGcr. And 

laftly, that what Meurfiua fays in his Orta, p. 108, and ad Apollonium, of this 
tree's being a production of that ifland, ought to be expunged, it being not a 
native of that place, but of India. 

[it] Bochart, Geogr. Sacr. III. c. 6. Meurfii Rhodur, p. 4. 

[to] Ibid. Ft. II. Lib. I. c. 35. Mcurf. Cypr. p. 8. 
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till towarJs the approach of fummcr. Bede indeed fays, Ireland 
excelled Britain in the ferenity and falubrity of its air, but 
Giraldus Cambrenfis, who had been in the countiy, contradicts 
him flatly in that [x], and elfcwhcre [y] fpeaks of its being greatly 1 
fubjedt to rain, which I prefume is the truth. 

The rcfult feems to be, that when, in perufing our ancient 
authors, the learned antiquary meets with narrations bordering 
upon the marvelous, the firft thing to be done is, to examine 
into the reality of the fafts in the beft manner he can, and after 
that maturely to weigh and conlider, whether the appearances 
related are not capable of being fatisfadtorily refolved from 
lecond caufes, without having recourfe to preternatural efficients 
and operations ; a method of proceeding not only very rational 
in itfelf, but which will probably deliver him, in many inftances, 
from much folly and fuperftition, incidental to vulgar and un- 
thinking minds. 

[*] Gir. Cambr. I. c. 3. 

[ ) ] Idem, I. c. 3. , 
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